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MESQUITE MASTER PLAN
17.

TRANSIT PLAN ELEMENT
17.1 Major Transit Issues

Currently the major concentration of population in the City is within a short
walking distance of most services. However, as development continues in the
southwest quadrant of the City, in the northern sector and in Santa Fe Vistas,
access to services become more remote.

A public transit system will serve Mesquite two-fold. First it will provide access to
citizens to a wide range of locations and sites throughout the community
including major areas of employment, entertainment, recreation and personal
services.

For the benefit of the community, public transit provides an important role in
serving disadvantaged citizens, including lower income families, the disabled and
the elderly. It also provides a great service to the young who can gain access to
centralized and supervised recreation, education and cultural activities.

Secondly, for tourists who visit the resort hotels and casinos in town, it provides
convenient means to travel from location to location and back without driving
their automobiles and adding congestion to Mesquite Boulevard.

In both instances, public transit will increase traffic safety, contribute significantly
to improved air quality and help reduce hydrocarbon emissions which attack and
deplete the ozone.

Planning and Design Context

A series of circular transit loops have been identified — and coordinated with the
Regional Transportation Commission — which will efficiently and effectively serve
the community and provide access to the primary sites for employment,
business, education, recreation, transportation, cultural activities, local
government and personal services.

Plates 17-1.1 and 17-1.2 indicate convenient transit stops, within short waling
distances to all residential areas, and activity nodes which can be served by the
transit loops.
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Primary routes travel and service Mesquite Boulevard including each of the
casino resorts, the proposed new downtown central business district, the airport
and the industrial park. Secondary routes serve remaining areas of the
Community and connect to primary routes along the way.

Projected time and travel distances for all routes are based on fifteen (15) minute
durational loops.

17.2 Environment and Resources

A transit program does not currently exist in the City of Mesquite. A cost / benefit
study would need to be undertaken by the City prior to establishing a program to
determine the parameters and financial impact of transit service. A major source
of support for such a program could come from the resort and casino businesses,
as public transit could eliminate or drastically reduce the amount of employee
parking at the resorts. Public transit would also increase the employees net
spendable income which would raise their standard of living and strengthen their
economic independence.

The Regional Transportation Commission is available to assist the City prepare a
feasibility study including a cost / benefit analysis. Grant application may also be
available to assist with the implementation of transit service.
17.3 THE PLAN
N. Transit Plan

Goal:

1. To provide public transit service between the Gaming Enterprise
Zones major activity areas and the Central Business area.

Objectives:

N-1.1 Provide easy access for visitors and citizens between the hotels and
casinos and other business activities.

N-1.2 Provide a system which can be expanded in the future to serve
other potential areas such as the industrial park.

Strategies:

1. Utilize a “Trolley” bus to circulate along primary transit loops and
Mesquite Boulevard.
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