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                                                                                                                 13. 
 

RECREATION PLAN ELEMENT 
                                                                                                           
           
                                                                  13.1 Major Recreational Issues 
 
A long history of community based recreation which has been organized 
and structured to serve the families along the Virgin River is being 
expanded by the City of Mesquite through the Master Plan to serve 
citizens of the rapidly developing town. 
 
Early programs for both active and passive recreation were initiated within 
the community through the schools and the church.  Other more informal 
programs were carried out through local organizations or through groups 
of individuals with common recreational interests. 
 
School programs included a variety of clubs, 4H programs, physical 
education events, social events and extra curricular activities. Many 
similar kinds of community recreational activities and events were 
sponsored by or through the church including boy scout and girl scout 
programs for the community's youth. 
 
Organized sports and athletics for boys and girls and men and women 
have also played an important community role as recreation serving the 
area.  Mesquite is historically recognized for its accomplishments with 
boys and girls high school athletics. 
 
Other outdoor recreation - either equestrian related or hunting, camping, 
fishing or 4-wheeling - is equally popular across the community, although 
less formally sponsored and structured as organized events. 

 
With incorporation of the City, local government has served as a catalyst 
in bringing all of the various recreational events together to form a more 
comprehensive community program and to provide resources to help 
recreation flourish and expand. 
 
Plate 13-1.1 provides a description of existing park and recreational 
opportunities available to community citizens. 
 

 
 
 
 

13-1 



 
 
Four active recreation areas presently exist within the city's limits. Two of 
the sites are located in conjunction with public schools, and the third and 
fourth sites are a city operated park and ball fields located adjacent to the 
cemetery. The two school sites contain play fields for both formal and 
informal recreation and athletics including football and soccer, baseball, 
basketball, volleyball, tennis and track. 
 
An additional outdoor recreation area which includes rodeo grounds, track 
for horse racing and area for a future fairgrounds is currently being 
developed in phases at the west end of the city north of the existing sewer 
treatment facility holding ponds. More information pertaining to this 
development is contained in Chapter 11, the Public Buildings Element of 
this Master Plan. 
 
A fifth recreational site, which will include a new outdoor swimming pool 
and recreational center, is planned to be located in conjunction with the 
new police station across from the present park and ball fields on Hillside 
Drive. 
 
Community recreation in more passive forms including motion picture 
viewings, senior activities, art shows, plays, concerts and other similar 
types of events are scheduled continuously throughout the year. These 
events are either directly sponsored by the City, heavily supported with 
resources by the City or facilitated in their organization and coordination 
by the City. 
 
A large degree of recreational programming, in Mesquite, is additionally 
provided through private sector sources in support of existing business 
enterprises and gaming in the City. Examples include the Mezona hunting 
and shooting club on the western edge of town in conjunction with Hafen 
Dairy and the Peppermill facility just across the state line in Arizona. The 
facility includes 18 holes of golf, horseback riding and an outdoor events 
center, an outdoor events pavilion, a children's petting zoo with an exotic 
animal collection and a skeet shooting competition center. 
 
Nearby recreational areas including Lake Mead, the Valley of Fire State 
Park, Zion National Park and Snow Canyon in Utah are utilized heavily by 
residents for outdoor activities and sports. 
 
As the population of the City of Mesquite increases, land allocations 
reserved for parks and recreational activities will also need to be 
increased to serve the community. The Urban Land Institute has 
established a set of six nationally recognized standards for recreational 
activities and events for communities throughout the United States. These  
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standards are as follows: 
 

Type of Activity Acres / 1,000 pop. Size of Site
Children's Play Area 0.5 1 Acre 
Young Children's Field Play 1.5 3 Acres 
Older Children - Adult Field 1.5 15 Acres 
Tennis - Outdoor Basketball 0.2 2 Acres 
Picnicking 4.0 Varies 
Zoos 1.0 100 Acres 
Playgrounds 1.5 4 Acres 
Neighborhood Parks 2.0 10 Acres 
Play fields 1.5 15 Acres 
Community Parks 3.5 100 Acres 
 
 
Playgrounds and neighborhood parks should be convenient to all citizens 
and should never exceed 1/4 mile distance from the dwelling unit served. 
 

Planning and Design Context 
 
A comprehensive community park system is a major component of the 
quality of life quotient used in measuring community values. National 
surveys identify various states and communities and rank them in order 
based on contributions which have been made to the physical resources 
and human resources resident to the area evaluated. 
 
Surveys of business and industry indicate that the quality of life within the 
community has become the number one attraction - other than geographic 
location or economic benefits - for companies looking to relocate or 
expand their operations nationally. 
 
Many communities are rebuilding their infrastructure and park system to 
either retain existing corporate or manufacturing centers, or to attract new 
ventures as part of their economic development plan. 
 
Redevelopment is a far more expensive proposition than properly planning 
and providing for parks and open space from the beginning. 
 
With Mesquite's agricultural history, it is relatively inexpensive to develop a 
community wide comprehensive park and open space program. A 
sophisticated river irrigation system is in place which can be utilized, along 
with a series of drainage washes which carry occasional storm water to 
the river, as resources to support a landscape. 
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Remaining agricultural fields are ideal open spaces and should be 
protected from development where and whenever possible. The area 
along the river adjacent to the flood plain creates an ideal open space and  
park corridor for use for community purposes which can serve the entire 
city. 
 
Parks and open space corridors are established for that area of the City 
north of U.S. Interstate 15 through the P.U.D. Master Plan approved for 
development by the City Council. These parks and open space areas 
have been master planned to be part of the City of Mesquite's 
comprehensive park plan for citizens use. 
 
Additional land for parks and open spaces south of U.S. Interstate 15 will 
have to be acquired. These lands can be acquired by purchase, through 
land trades for other properties owned by the City or through donations or 
developer donations for compensation for development variances. 
 
An overview has been developed for planning, design and contextual 
issues for parks and open spaces designated on Plate 13-2.1 and 13-2.2 
of the Master Plan as follows: 
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P-1 Santa Fe Park 

 
Proposed as a small neighborhood ark and playground 
designed primarily to serve small children. A low fence 
should be constructed around the property to contain 
toddlers. Trees should provide large canopies for shade. A 
shallow water feature can be incorporated for summertime 
use. 

 
P-2 Oasis Parkway 
 
 Proposed as a tree lined jogging, bike and roller-blading 

pathway with exercise stops along the way, which is 
integrated into the existing flood control wash. 

 
P-3 Industrial Parkway 
 
 Proposed as a tree lined jogging, bike and roller-blading 

pathway with exercise stops along the way, which is 
integrated into the existing flood control wash. 

 
P-4 Colegio Park 
  
 Proposed as a neighborhood park with toddler's play area 

and play fields for young children, including a small shallow 
water feature for summertime use. Wide sidewalks can be 
used for jogging and roller-skating. Trees with large 
canopies for shade should be provided around the children's 
play area along with a low fence for containing toddlers. 

 
P-5 Mesa Park 
  
 Proposed as a neighborhood park with children's play area 

play fields for young children, including a small shallow water 
feature for summertime use. Trees with large canopies for 
shade should be provided around the children's play area 
along with a low fence for containing toddlers. Play areas 
should include sports activities for older children and adults.  
Wide sidewalks can be used for jogging and roller-skating. 

 
P-6 Vantage Park 
  
 Proposed as a neighborhood park developed for leisure 

activities and passive use. The park should be provided with  
13-6 



 
 
the future. A program for land acquisition for parks as part of the Parks and  
 
Recreation Master Plan will have to be developed and approved by the Council 
for action. Maintenance, operations and security programs will also have to be 
prepared for implementation as part of the plan. 
 
A Recreation and Parks Advisory Committee of citizens appointed by the utilized  
to assist in supporting park development and for recreation across the 
community. This committee can assist the Assistant City Manager in the 
preparation of the Master Plan. 
 
Resources necessary to acquire, develop, maintain and operate the Recreation 
Plan Element will come from the City's general fund, from development fees, 
rants, fees charged to residents for services and from contributions. Many 
communities heavily rely on a broad based fund raising program to support 
community recreational activities and events year around. 
 

13.3 THE PLAN 
 

J. Recreation Plan 
 

Goal: 
 

1.  To create a strong and integrated parks and recreation system to serve 
the City and its citizens, enhance the natural environment of the area and 
support a wide range of recreational activities and events. 
 

Objective: 
 
J 1-1  Insure that park facilities are linked to neighborhoods, activity centers, the 
river and the mountains to the north through a system of trails, bikeways and 
open space corridors. 
 
J 1-2  Incorporate environmental control and preservation objectives with the 
parks, recreation and open space program. 
 
J 1-3  Establish a variety of park sizes, park services and facilities including 
gateways and locations for public art and/or monuments to pioneers and citizens 
of outstanding service (or contribution) to the City. 
 
J 1-4  Protect environmentally sensitive or scenic undeveloped lands as open 
space including entrances to the wetlands and riparian zones. 
 
J 1-5  Locate parks and recreational facilities strategically throughout the City to  
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benefit all areas, neighborhoods and population groups. 
 

Strategies: 
 
1. Develop a comprehensive parks and recreation master plan to serve the City 
to the year 2015. 
 
2. Secure land needed to develop parks, trails, bikeways and open space 
corridors for existing needs and land bank undeveloped space for future 
requirements. 
 
3. Require development to help fund recreation and neighborhood parks, trails 
and open space in the City and around the City through P. U.D. requirements. 
 
4.  Utilize existing drainage washes and river riparian area for parks, recreational 
and educational / cultural activities. 
 
5. Work with other public and private agencies to help joint1 y develop 
recreational areas and activities for mutual benefit and service to the citizens of 
the City. 
 

13.4 Guidelines 
 
Guidelines for the Recreation Plan Element address the following planning and 
design issues as each relates to recreation and park development: 
 

o Access to the Public 
o Socio-Economic Diversity 
o Long Term Continued Use 

 
 

Access to the Public 
 
1.  Planning and design for recreation and recreational sites shall focus on year 
around activities and services to meet a broad range of community programs. 
Activity areas shall be appropriately constructed, landscaped and furnished. 
 
2.  Planning and design for recreation and recreational sites shall be convenient 
to users and user groups. Where possible neighborhood playgrounds and play 
fields shall be within one-quarter mile distance of residents served. 
 
3.  Any fees charged for services or access to recreation or recreational sites 
shall be commensurate with received benefits. 
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Socio-Economic Diversity 
 
1.  Planning and design for recreation and recreational sites shall not restrict 
users based on socio-economic conditions or physical handicaps. 
 
2.  Planning and design for recreation and recreational sites shall incorporate 
provisions for the young and aged and the physically disabled. 
 

Long Term Continued Use 
 

1. Planning and design of recreation and recreational sites shall be developed as 
permanent improvements for long term use and benefit by the public. 
 
2. Priorities for planning, design and construction of recreation and recreational 
sites shall be based on the City's ability to financially support the long term 
maintenance and operation of the improvements. 
 
3.  Recreational sites shall be developed utilizing draught resistant native 
landscaping materials where appropriate to reduce ongoing maintenance 
expenses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13-14 


	MESQUITE MASTER PLAN

