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Introduction 
Small communities all across the United States are truly envious of the southwest region, 
where the population base is continuing to expand.  Recent growth in the City of Mesquite 
has been dramatic and will continue into the future.  However, as with many communities in 
Nevada, the growth rate experienced over the past decade has begun to cool.  

Nevada is one of the fastest growing states in the nation.  Between 1990 and 2000, Las Vegas 
was recorded as the fastest growing metropolitan area (83 percent growth rate).  Las Vegas is 
situated approximately 80 miles southwest of Mesquite.  

Much of the new demand for living in Mesquite is drawn from growing families and from 
retirees and seasonal residents that use the community as a winter haven.  Many of the 
retirees represent younger individuals who have taken early retirement buyouts, as corporate 
America continues to downsize both business and industry.  It can be expected that Mesquite 
will also continue to attract an increasing seasonal population seeking winter residences, 
along with second-home owners looking for retreats from nearby urban centers. 

An additional new population sector will consist of individuals attracted to the community 
because of its dramatically improved business climate and demands for personal services.   

History 
The modern history of the City of Mesquite began in the mid 1800’s, as much of the West 
was being explored and settled.  The Old Spanish Trail and the Mormon Road passed 
through Mesquite along the Virgin River.  The earliest European-American settlements in the 
region, such as St. George and Las Vegas, sprang up as Mormon outposts at water sources 
along the trail.  Then in 1880, a small group of pioneers, under the direction of their leaders 
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, tried to irrigate and settle the Mesquite 
Flats on the Virgin River. 

After just a few years, flash floods destroyed the pioneers’ network of irrigation canals and 
ditches and the devastated community was abandoned.  A second group, the Dudley Leavitt 
family, tried in 1887 to resettle Mesquite Flats.  Leavitt, with his five wives and all 39 of his 
living children, eventually departed after struggling for four years. 

The third time was the charm.  In 1894, six young families from nearby Bunkerville rebuilt 
the irrigation canal and permanently established themselves.  Soon, the successful town 
attracted more settlers and the name was shortened to Mesquite. 

For a time, raisins were the main cash crop in the community.  As the automobile grew in 
popularity, Mesquite entrepreneurs opened motels and campgrounds for travelers and 
tourists.  Tourists increased the demand for agricultural products, such as milk and eggs, and 
surpluses soon made their way to markets in Las Vegas.  Dairies dominated the landscape for 
much of the late 20th century. 

Significant changes came to Mesquite after the completion of Interstate Highway 15 in the 
1970’s.  The Western Village Motel was sold in the early 1980’s to become the Peppermill 
Hotel and Casino, later known as the Oasis.  Momentum gathered in 1984 as the town 
incorporated and the City Council began to lay plans for growth.  In the early 1990’s Primex 
Plastics began manufacturing operations, the Virgin River Hotel opened its doors, and the 
Mesquite Vistas master-planned community began developing.  In the next few years other 
resort hotels and golf course communities were established. 
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Growth Rates 
From 1990 to 2000, the City of Mesquite grew exponentially.  The population more than 
quintupled (5X) from 1,871 to 9,389.  This decade represents the greatest percentage change 
in the history of Mesquite.  Today, the City of Mesquite continues to maintain a high growth 
rate.  The sheer number of people will continue to increase.  However, it is doubtful that a 
decade with such a great percentage change will happen again.  

Please refer to Figure 1-1 for historic population counts. 

 
Figure 1-1 Historic Population:  1930-2000 

 
Source:  US Census Bureau 

 
Population Estimates 

Local Consensus Estimates 

In 2003, the Mesquite City Council and the Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition 
adopted a joint process for preparing population estimates.  This process was adopted as 
Resolution No. 327 at the September 9, 2003 Council meeting. 

On July 1 of each year, the local consensus estimate is conducted.  The City of Mesquite uses 
the following tools to prepare the estimates. 

• Geographically Integrated Land Use Information System (GILIS)—A parcel-based 
population estimate program 

• Clark County Assessor’s close-of-roll data 
• Annual Housing Vacancy Survey 
• Census Bureau’s person’s per household (PPH) figure for each housing type 

For greater detail on how this process is implemented on an annual basis, please see the 
report for each respective year. 
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State of Nevada Estimates 

State and federal governments use estimates for the distribution of various funds.  The State 
Demographer is required to prepare annual estimates for the population of the state, county, 
city, and unincorporated towns.  Housing and employment data are the primary sources used 
by the State Demographer when preparing population estimates.  The State Department of 
Taxation uses this estimate for the distribution of state revenue; thus, accurate estimates are 
important for both the state and the cities. 
 

Please refer to Table 1-1 for recent estimates. 

 

 
Table 1-1 Certified Estimated Population Past Five Years (COM) 

Year Estimated Population Percent Change from 
Previous Year 

July-July 
July 2004 15,881 14.3 
July 2005 16,243 3.4 
July 2006 17,656 7.5 
July 2007 18,787 6.4 
July 2008 19,754 5.1 

 
Source:  NV Dept of Taxation NV State Demographer, NSBCD-UNR 

U.S. Census Bureau Estimates 

A U.S. Census is an attempt to count each person in the population and it is prepared every 
ten years.  The census process is time consuming, and it is more expensive than creating a 
local estimate.   The results are used as a benchmark for public services.  The Census Bureau 
provides analyses and other products that serve as a basis for local population estimates.  
Notably, the Census is the main source used for the apportionment of electorates in Congress, 
the State Legislature, and for the creation of election districts for the Board of County 
Commissioners and other state and local boards. 
 
The 2010 Census represents an opportunity to see just how the face of Mesquite has changed 
over the last 10 years.  The 2010 Census also represents the benchmark that the Local 
Consensus Estimate and State of Nevada Estimate must be correlated.  Consequently, the 
most accurate Census possible is in the greatest interest of the City. 
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Population Forecasts 
While the future is not very certain, forecasts and estimates can to be made to anticipate 
needs.  Through consultation with Clark County, Mesquite’s population was projected out to 
2035.  These projections were based on three datasets—US Census Bureau Estimates, State 
of Nevada Estimates and Local Consensus Estimates.  The US Census Bureau Estimates 
were used for the low-range projection.  The State of Nevada Estimates were used for the 
mid-range projection.  The Local Consensus Estimates were used for the high-range 
projection.  Although all three datasets are credible, it is not possible to discern which of 
these three datasets will yield the most accurate projection.  What is clear is that no matter 
the dataset, the growth involved will probably not be smooth and worry free. 

Please refer to Table 1-2 for population forecasts. 

 

Table 1-2 2009-2035 Population Forecasts (COM) 

Year Low-range 
Projection 

Mid-range 
Projection 

High-range 
Projection 

2009 19,000 21,500 22,800 

2010 20,500 23,000 24,500 

2011 21,400 24,800 26,000 

2012 22,800 26,500 28,000 

2015 28,000 32,000 35,000 

2020 37,000 43,000 47,000 

2025 48,000 55,000 60,000 

2030 60,000 70,000 75,000 

2035 75,000 87,000 95,000 
 
Source:  Planning and Redevelopment Department 
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Housing Characteristics 
A review of existing housing characteristics assists in determining future trends for the City 
of Mesquite.  The housing stock is predominately single family homes; however, townhomes 
and condominiums make up a significant portion of the housing unit opportunities.  Please 
refer to Table 1-3, to see estimates for the past five years, City of Mesquite Housing 
Characteristics, Past Five Years.  Also, please see Figure 1-2 for 2009 population by housing 
type. 

 

Table 1-3 Housing Characteristics:  Past Five Years (COM) 

Year Housing 
Units 

Single 
Family 

2,3,4 
Plex 

Mobile 
Home 

Apts Twnhs Condo Occup 
Rate 

2004 6,047 2,405 58 435 597 1,423 1,129 97.8% 

2005 6,593 2,723 56 438 593 1,514 1,269 91.3% 

2006 7,376 3,090 52 493 456 1,770 1,515 90.9% 

2007 7,718 3,252 141 484 484 1,885 1,529 92.6% 

2008 8,335 3,662 52 428 473 1,930 1,790 85.0% 
 
Source:  Planning and Redevelopment Department 
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Figure 1-2 2008 Population by Housing Type 
 

 
  

44%

1%
5%6%

23%

21% Single Family

2, 3, 4 Plex

Mobile Home

Apartments

Townhomes

Condominiums



                                     POPULATION ELEMENT 
 

May 26, 2009     City of Mesquite Master Plan -7 

Resident Population by Age Groups 
 

Figure 1-3 Resident Population by Age Groups:  1990 
 

 
 
Source: US Census Bureau  
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Figure 1-4 Resident Population by Age Groups:  2000 
 

 
 
Source: US Census Bureau  

 
Planning and Design Context 
With the Graying of America, the City of Mesquite will be called on to service a growing 
senior population.  As a result of fixed incomes and limited mobility, special provisions are 
necessary to accommodate this sector of the population. 

Housing, services, recreation and cultural activities should be within walking distances for 
senior citizens.  Alternative modes of transportation for seniors are imperative along with bus 
and taxi service to other areas of the community.  Many communities provide senior parking 
adjacent to handicap spaces based on the overall percentage of senior population residing in 
the community. 

An additional layer of sensitivity to the aging population is provided by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, which requires places of public accommodation and commercial facilities to 
be designed, constructed, and altered in compliance with federal accessibility standards.   
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Population Goals, Policies and Actions 
The following goal emphasizes what the community wants to achieve over the long term.  
The policy and action statements identify specific activities and standards to achieve the 
goals. 

Goal: To develop a broad and diverse citizenry.  
 
Goal: To enhance social and cultural opportunities for community life. 
 
Goal: To support a stable economy focused on business, tourism and clean industry. 

Policy/Actions: 

POP. 1.1   Provide opportunities for economic development which supports the 
employment of local citizenry and provides appropriate wages for 
employees. 

 
POP.1.2 Supply adequate public services and infrastructure for the community. 
 
POP.1.3 Encourage safe and adequate housing for residents. 
 
POP.1.4 Regulate balanced-growth through the appropriate release of public-owned 

lands for sale for development and ensure that the land is used to enhance 
the community’s goals as well as private interest. 

 
POP.1.5 Maintain the small town character of Mesquite and promote a family-

oriented community population. 
 
POP.1.6 Consider visitor population impacts for planning purposes. 
 
POP.1.7 Cooperate with and support the Census Bureau’s functions to enhance 

local and state programs. 
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